
As you get ready to return to Cortland, please keep in mind the following: 
 
Prior to Arrival: 

- Make sure you read and follow SUNY Cortland’s re-start plan that focuses on screening and 
testing, reducing density, wearing appropriate face coverings (masks), practicing good hygiene, 
practicing social distancing and other preventative behaviors. 

o SUNY Cortland students can pick up 2 additional face coverings at the Student Life 
Equipment Checkout Counter when they attend testing on campus during the first 
couple of weeks; Bring your student ID card with you. 

o Don’t forget to sign up for your required COVID test on the Student COVID tab 
- Do you live in a state that shares no boundaries with New York?  Check with your landlord and 

see if you can move-in early. NY State law requires people from those states to quarantine for 
14 days once they arrive in New York.  That way your quarantine would be done so you can 
attend in-person classes. 

- Check with your landlord before moving in – set up a date/time that works for everyone.  
Several landlords are trying to stagger when their tenants move in so as to reduce density during 
the current pandemic. 

- Give serious thought to having insurance (in case of fire, robbery, etc.)  Are you covered by your 
parents’ or guardians’ homeowner’s policy?  If not, consider purchasing renter’s insurance (this 
can be done at any time, usually not too expensive) 

- If you are responsible for getting your utilities connected see if you can do it ahead of time or at 
least get it scheduled so it’s one less thing to do when you get back in town.  Be patient if this 
can’t happen right away – they’ve got lots to do with students returning.  Read your lease, 
maybe your landlord takes care of this. 

Upon Arrival: 
- Have a copy of your lease with you and easily accessible when you arrive.  Why?  Just in case 

questions come up.  Don’t have a copy of your lease?  Ask your landlord for one.   
- Take pictures/video of your apartment/house as you move in.  Why?  Could be helpful when you 

move out and go to get back your security/damage deposit. 
- Did/Will the landlord promise to do things (unfinished repairs, painting, etc.)?  If so, get it in 

writing with both their signature and a date.  Do the same thing if you asked and were given 
permission to do something (paint a room, etc.). 

- Find out when trash and recycling are picked up and what guidelines are in place 
- The City of Cortland does not allow overnight parking on the streets (landlords are supposed to 

provide one parking spot for each tenant). 
- Make sure to follow all COVID-19 protocols.  Unclear of what those might be?  Check the 

school’s website that was mentioned above. 
o Wearing masks, maintaining at least a 6-foot physical distance (even when wearing a 

mask and/or outdoors), and not hosting large social gatherings are crucial to the 
continued safety of our community.  Student face disciplinary suspension if they are 
found responsible of violating prescribed social gathering limits.   

o Indoor and outdoor social gatherings at private residences are currently limited to no 
more than 10 people. 

o Remember:  All in-person fraternity and sorority activities remain suspended. 

Some local resource numbers are: 
          City of Cortland Code Enforcement Office:  607-753-1741 
          City of Cortland Fair Housing Officer:            607-753-1433 
          SUNY Cortland Campus Activities Office:      607-753-5574 
               (Our office oversees the broad area of off campus housing/living) 
 Visit our Off-Campus Housing website for more information. 

http://www2.cortland.edu/about/restart/
http://www2.cortland.edu/offices/campus-activities/off-campus-housing.dot

